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The Class of 2019 (Front l-r) Sister Joan Corcoran, Violet Walker, Helen Hochschild, Makena Sickeri, Mackenzie Orndorff, Layla Metts, Sister Brenda Monahan, Principal (middle row) Beckett Tayler, Jayden Joseph, Kim Stanley, Annika Guenther, Jameson Doll, Nathan Kovalcik
(back row) E.J. Lowry, Grant Kelly, Braden Manning, Brendan Guinan, Carter Loher
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Smiles were abundant as the MSS Class of 2019 graduated in the
Basilica at the National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton on Sunday,
June 9, 2019. 9 out of the 16 graduates had been at MSS since Pre-K
or Kindergarten. These students will continue their educational
journey in the fall at six different high schools located in MD or PA.
Congratulations to our students who received the following awards:
Mother Seton Spirit Award for Outstanding Christian Witness—
Mackenzie Orndorff and Beckett Tayler; President’s Award for
Academic Excellence—Beckett Tayler; President’s Award for
Academic Achievement—Grant Kelly, Jameson Doll, Brendan
Guinan, and Helen Hochschild.
Small classes, hands-on learning and a well-rounded curriculum
are complemented by a beautiful natural setting adjoining the
National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, who founded in
1810 the pioneering school that became Mother Seton School.
Today we continue her mission to provide an excellent, affordable
Catholic education to all who seek it.
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N O P LAC E LI KE HOME
Dear Friends of Mother Seton School,
“Home” is a word that can have a lot of different meanings. It’s an elastic word, one that
can stretch or contract to fit particular places or times in your life. Home is a positive
word, one that conjures up images and memories of warmth, belonging, good times,
strength, and bonds.
But what makes a place a home? First and foremost, a good home is a place where
we are loved. A good home is a place of encouragement, but also standards. There
are rules at home, and behaviors, both good and bad, have consequences, but home is
where we are accepted, flaws and all. Home is also where so much of who we are and
what we believe in is formed, and by that definition, I like to think that Mother Seton
is home to all its graduates. It’s where we learned some of the most critical life lessons:
how to get along with others, how important it is to do your share, how to be respectful,
how to work together towards a goal, how to take the time to be still and reflect on the gifts
with which we are blessed. Finally, home is where you forge bonds with the people who will be with you on life’s journey
from beginning to end, whether they are your siblings or the friends you meet who become your friends for life.
I hope that for most of you, Mother Seton School created a feeling of home. Having roamed its halls, first in the old
multi-colored building on South Seton Avenue and, from 5th grade on, in the current building, I know it does for me.
I’ve been blessed to have many homes in my life, starting with my family home on Annandale Road in Emmitsburg,
my homes at Mother Seton and Mount St. Mary’s, and the homes I’ve shared over the years with my husband and
family, including our present home that— even though we should really downsize—I can’t bear to leave because of all its
wonderful memories.
This issue of Seton Soundings celebrates our alums both generally and specifically, and highlights some of the ways that
MSS , one of their first homes, created a sense of home that continues to resonate with them today. One of our newest
teachers, Lexi Burns, is a descendant of one of the very first families taught when Elizabeth Seton herself was starting
what evolved into Mother Seton School. The “Seton Girls” have a 50+ year friendship that began in the halls of Mother
Seton and is still going strong today. That great Emmitsburg tradition, the annual Carnival, wouldn’t be possible without
the help of a cadre of loyal alums, although our “Pizza Man” of 40 years has now passed his mantle on to a younger
generation. And every alum will recognize at least one of the Principals from the last 63 years pictured on page 3. We
have been blessed to have 13 different Daughters leading our school, and we now welcome our first lay principal who will
continue the path begun by St. Elizabeth Seton some 210 years ago.

Kate Marshall

(MSS 1969) Board Emeritus, Alumni Liaison

In 1809, Elizabeth Ann Seton and a small group of companions arrived in Emmitsburg with the goal of opening the first free school for girls that were
staffed by Sisters. In February 1810, St. Joseph’s Free School opened to educate the poor girls in the region. Within three months, the addition of
boarding students were added and St. Joseph’s Academy was opened. From these humble beginnings, the foundation of the future parochial
school system for the country was established. For decades, several Catholic schools served students in Emmitsburg. In 1956, St. Euphemia’s and
St. Anthony’s School were combined and Mother Seton School was built.
Today in Emmitsburg, Mother Seton’s educational legacy is continued at Mother Seton School. We are excited to welcome Ms. Kathleen J. Kilty, PhD as
Principal for the 2019-20 school year.
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DAU G H T ER S O F C H A R I T Y
M S S P R I N C I PA L S F O R 63 Y E A R S

Sister Frances Gisriel
1956-1959

Sister Anna Marie
O’Neill
1959-1961

Sister Agatha Trombly
1961-1967

Sister Mary Xavier
Focht
1967-1973

Sister Natalie McCubbin
1973-1979

Sister Patricia Anne
Bossle
1979-1983

Sister Mary Gilbart
1983-1987

Sister Joan Keating
1987-1989

Sister Elizabeth Tonroe
1989-1991

Sister Mary Catherine
Warehime
1991-1996

Sister Mary Catherine
Conway
1996-2006

Sister JoAnne Goecke
2006-2014

Saint Elizabeth Ann’s spirit and
the charism of the Daughters of
Charity are the foundation of
our past and will remain the
guidance for our future.

Sister Brenda Monahan
2014-2019

Do you have a favorite
memory with an
MSS Sister?
Share it with us!

advancement@
mothersetonschool.org
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YES! T H E SIST ERS
ARE STAYI NG AT MSS
The presence of the Daughters of
Charity will continue to be strong
at MSS as we welcome our first lay
principal. This year, students will see
Sisters teaching, providing student
support, leading as Board members,
and integrating the charism and
mission of the Daughters of Charity
at MSS.

started at MSS in 1968 teaching
first grade. She returned as Principal
from 1996-2006. She returns to
Mother Seton School this year as
Director of Mission Integration.
“My responsibility is to promote the
mission, vision, and values of Mother
Seton Catholic School among board
members, leadership, staff, faculty,
volunteers, parents, students, and the
One returning Sister to our campus overall school community,” explained
is Sister Mary Catherine Conway. Sister Mary Catherine. “How grateful
Sister Mary ( John) Catherine and honored I am to be asked to

return to Mother Seton School
to help continue the mission of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.”
(below l-r)The Daughters of Charity
students will see daily at MSS:
Sister Mary Catherine Conway,
Director of Mission Integration;
Sister Patricia Dunne, School
Support Liaison;
Sister Joan
Corcoran, Middle School Religion
Teacher; and Sister Margaret Ann
Wooden, Grade 1 Teacher.

Sister Brenda is Heading West
After wrapping up the school year, Sister Brenda had the
opportunity to spend time with new MSS Principal, Kathleen J.
Kilty, PhD, (left) before attending her yearly retreat and family
visit. Sister Brenda will be heading West in mid-August to
her next stop— San Antonio, Texas.
“In reflecting on my opportunity to serve at MSS, it has
been a gift to be able to collaborate with other Daughters
of Charity in the school,” shared Sister Brenda. “The
common vision and shared values helps to strengthen
our overall program. I have also been gifted to live with
a wonderful community of Sisters who have supported the
schoool in so many ways. It is these relationships that help
us to continue to strive for excellence and are at the heart of
the mission. I am confident that the Daughters of Charity
who remain on staff will support Ms. Kilty in her transition to
MSS. I am delighted that we have a new leader who knows the
D.C.’s mission and is ready to lead forward. In the short time I’ve
worked with her, she has demonstrated great insight and understands the
importance of building on the long legacy left to us by Mother Seton.”
During the next six months, Sister Brenda will be attending the Ministry to Ministers (MtM) Sabbatical Program.
This program provides a sabbatical experience for those who have been engaged in pastoral ministry for several
years. When this is completed, she will travel to Evansville, IN for the holidays and will then discover where she
will be missioned next.

Ms. Debbie Retires After 33 Years
For over 3 decades, Debbie Frazier has been involved daily in the
lives of MSS students as Cafeteria Manager and the Taneytown
Bus Driver. Debbie had been at MSS during the tenure of seven
different principals and watched both of her boys graduateRyan Lawrence (MSS 1992) and Phillip Lawrence (MSS
1996).
“I will always cherish the many deep friendships I have
made over the years,” said Debbie. “I look back in my
mind and remember first starting to work at MSS. I didn’t
have any experience cooking for that many people, and
didn’t know where I was going to start. Two moms that
had been working in the cafeteria coaxed me and said they
would help me and that they knew I could do it. Here I am
33 years later— who would have thought!”
“MSS became my second family. I am going to miss everyone
terribly. The best and most rewarding part of my retirement is that I
have the opportunity to spend more time with my family and especially
my new grandson. MSS will always hold a special place in my heart.”

T H E SETON
GI RLS

Fr i e nd s h i p s th a t l a s t a l i f et ime

“We are the Seton Girls,
We wear our hair in curls,
We wear our dungarees,
Rolled up above our knees…”

and Barb Sprankle, (all MSS to renew the bonds of 50 years of
Class of 1971) have a friendship friendship that began at one of their
that has spanned over five decades first homes, Mother Seton School.
and is still going strong.

So sang a group of six little girls,
all classmates at Mother Seton in
the 60’s. Those little girls, Marie
Broussard, Diane Deegan, Colleen
Devlin, Joan Muir, Lynne Phelan

Marie, Joan and Lynne all still live
in Maryland, and Diane is just
across the border in Pennsylvania,
while Barb is in North Carolina and
Colleen lives in California. Though it
can be a challenge, they still manage
to get together regularly, whether to
celebrate a milestone event or just

1969 Visits Teachers

20 Years of Friendship

When the classmastes of 1969 met
to celebrate their 50th anniversary
in February, one thing they wanted
to do was to visit with their former
teachers living at St. Joseph House
next to the Basilica. They visited
with Sister Joan Keating and Sister
Patricia Ann (Mary Aloysius)
Bossle (shown center). (above) Vida
Antolin, Bob Henke, Tom Vaughn,
Tim Holden, Kate Marshall, Kevin
Gorman, and Martha Manning.

When Amy (Kalas) Buser (MSS
1997) came from Miami to visit her
family in Gettysburg last summer, she
rounded up some MSS classmates for
a mini reunion. They even included
Melanie Ware, their teacher in 7th
and 8th grade!
(above) Amy (Kalas) Buser, Alma
(Ritz) Fout, Melanie Ware, Abby
(Whitney) Sines, Katie ( Joyner)
Byrd, and Karen (Walter) Winfrey.

(Above l-r) Joan (Muir) Williams,
Marie Broussard, Lynne (Phelan)
Robinson, Barb (Sprankle) Leverone,
Colleen Devlin, and Diane (Deegan)
Bittle, enjoying each other’s company
in April, 2019.

Homecoming for 1976
Graduates
Cindy (Green) Harbaugh is working
on organizing a reunion of members
from the Class of 1976 or those who
would have been part of this class
throughout the years. We want to help!
Please contact Jen (Brown) Buchheister (MSS 1983) at MSS by email at

advancement@mothersetonschool.org

or call 301-447-3165 and we’ll make
sure Cindy gets your information.
We’d love to see you there!
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SUCCESS IS ON T H E
HORIZON FOR MSS ALUMS
Members from the Class of 2015 received a warm welcome at
MSS when they attended our annual Senior Walk wearing their • 41% began MSS in Pre-K or Kindergarten
high school graduation caps and gowns.
• 64% graduated high school with honors or high honors*
When the 41 graduates left MSS, they attended 15 different
high schools in MD or PA. Even though they attended different
schools, many continued to stay connected on social media and
often visited each other’s sporting events or arts performances.
As sophomores, and again as seniors, they met up with their
classmates at the annual Seniors and Sophomores Reunion
hosted at MSS.
These graduates have been recognized as hard-working, highachieving individuals of integrity, dedicated to bettering
themselves and the world around them. Many graduates are
following areas of study that they were exposed to during their
time at MSS, especially science fields. One thing is for sure, the
bonds they formed with their classmates, the faculty, and the
staff endure. They are always a part of the Mother Seton School
family.

• All 9 students at Catoctin High School graduated with Honors
or High Honors.
• Students will be living in 13 states and the District of Columbia*
• Areas of study include Biomedical Science, Mechanical
Engineering, Spanish, Computer Science, Entertainment
Technology, Business
• A few of the schools that the Class of 2015 will be entering
in the fall include Brown, Ailey, Benedictine, Catholic, Clark,
Frederick Community, Hood, Muhlenberg , Penn State, Quinnipiac,
Seton Hill, Shippensburg, Univ. of Tampa, Western Kentucky, West
Virginia
*data from 28 students who responded
Scan here for a complete list of schools and areas of study.

CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY

H OME FOR CARNIVAL
For many, the MSS Carnival has
become a forerunner of summer.
The days are warmer and longer and
reminiscent of the anticipation that
summer vacation is on the way. The
carnival has also created a tradition
where alumni come back to volunteer
or meet up with former classmates.
Of course, everyone wants MSS Pizza
made by none other than “The Pizza
Man,” John Dowling.
For almost four decades now,
John Dowling has been known to
members of the Mother Seton School
community and surrounding towns
as “The Pizza Man.” But on May 24,
he passed his sauce-stained apron and
legendary moniker over to the next
generation. Brandon Keeney, son of

Theresa (Dowling) Barber (MSS being, because we believe in helping
1986) and John’s grandson, is the new MSS and we love the community. It
has been a joy to be able to give back
carnival “Pizza Man.”
to the school for the great education
“I’m honored to be named the Pizza our three children (Matt, Andy, and
Man,” Brandon says. “This man is my Theresa) received here at Mother
idol and has taught me everything I Seton.”
know.”
Brandon promises he will uphold the
It all began in 1981, when John and tradition with pride. “I will give my all
Kathryn, along with friends Rob to keep the tradition alive for as long
and Barbara Boone, met with then- as I can.”
principal Sister Patricia Ann Bossle,
D.C. to find ways to raise money for (below) Witnessing the Changing of
the school.
the Guard (l-r) Terry Smith, Shelly
(Hubbard) Small (MSS 1987), Sister
He says it feels like the Mother Seton Brenda Monahan, D.C., Brandon
School Carnival has always been a part Keeney,
John Dowling, Wes
of his and his wife, Kathryn’s, life. “We Hamrick, Darrell Smith, and Sister
have put so much of ourselves into its Joan Corcoran, D.C.
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1986 and John receives his “John Boys Pizza”
apron and chef ’s hat. John made pizza for the Friday night bingos and naturally continued when
the MSS Carnival began in 1982.

John made pizzas at every MSS Carnival since 1982.
(37 years) He estimated that after the 2018 Carnival
he had made 25,600 whole pizzas. The gross sales
from these pizzas would be $425,600.

(above) 2006 with then MSS Principal, Sister Mary
Catherine Conway, D.C. still wearing a John Boy’s
Pizza apron.
(left) 2014 John is also actively involved with the St.
Anthony’s and Our Lady of Mount Carmel iT Youth
Group and Baltimore Work Camp.

ALUMNI SPOT LIGH T

T H E RO B ERT OT T FAMI LY CO MES F U LL C I RCLE
Over 200 years ago, in the
Emmitsburg Valley, a young
Elizabeth Ann Seton was beginning
her career as a teacher of the local
children. One of those children was
Maria Elder. That child had no idea
that many, many generations later, her

descendants would be carrying on the
tradition she began—being a student
at Mother Seton’s School. We have
to wonder what Maria would think
if someone had said to her, not only
will your descendants be educated at
this school that Elizabeth Ann Seton

has begun, but one of them will be
teaching there.
Maria Elder is a direct ancestor of
the Ott family in Emmitsburg.

The tuition document states : “Rec’d of W. Elder the sum of Sixty two dollars
(unknown) for the Board and tuition of his Daughter at the House of St. Joseph,”
and is signed MEA Seton, and is dated June 18th, 1812.

Copy provided by the Ott family. The original is in the DOC Archives

Bernard and Evelyn Ott raised nine
children in Emmitsburg, all of whom
attended MSS.
Bernard himself attended St.
Euphemia’s, the grade school prior to
Mother Seton School. St. Euphemia’s
was located in the building to the east
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church on
North Seton Avenue.
The nine sons and daughters, Buddy
(MSS 1958), Pat (MSS 1960), and
Dave (MSS 1962), graduated from
the old Mother Seton School that
was located on S. Seton Avenue.

The Ott Family: (Back l-r) Patrick, Robert, David, Bernard III (Middle) Christine,
Catherine, Susan, Rosie (Front) Bernard Jr., Evelyn, and Richard

Susie (MSS 1967), Christy and
Cathy (MSS 1969), Robert (MSS
1973), Rosie (MSS 1975) and Richie
(MSS 1977) all graduated from the
current Mother Seton School located
on Creamery Road.

(Above) Lexi’s First Holy Communion
shown at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Emmitsburg with Sister Mary
Catherine Warehime, D.C. then MSS
Principal.

Robert (Bob) Ott and his wife
Carolyn continued the tradition
of MSS with their three children.
Alexis (Lexi) attended MSS through
5th grade and was the Class of 1998.
Caitlyn graduated in 2001, and
Christopher attended through 6th
grade (MSS 2013). Lexi and her
husband, TJ Burns, are carrying on
the MSS tradition on a double level.
Daughter Tierney is a rising third
grader, and son Keane will be in first
grade this school year. Daughter
Rowan is only 3, but MSS PreKindergarten isn’t too far from her
future. And the Burns kids won’t
have to worry about missing their
mom during the school days, since
Lexi has just been hired as a Special
Education Teacher working with the
Learning Center at her alma mater.
Lexi comes (back) to MSS after

teaching in the Frederick County
Public School system and working as
a Disability Specialist at Mount St.
Mary’s, where she graduated in 2013
with a Master’s degree in Elementary
and Special Education.
On her homecoming to Mother
Seton, Lexi noted, “My education and
life experiences have brought me full
circle back to Mother Seton School.
I am excited for the opportunity to
educate and support students with
disabilities at MSS as we move
forward to the next generation.”
Bob added, “Mother Seton and her
school have had a profound and
lasting impact on our family and
community. I am happy that my
family is taking the legacy into the
next generation.” We agree!

(Back l-r) Christopher Ott, Benjamin Smith, Robert Ott, Keane Burns, TJ Burns (Front l-r) Caitlin Ott Smith, Margot Smith,
Eileen Mummaugh, Tierney Burns, Carolyn Mummaugh Ott, Rowan Burns, Alexis Ott Burns

A Pre-K – Grade 8 Catholic School for All

100 Creamery Road
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Sept 3

Several members from the Class
of 2017 at the annual Seniors and
Sophomores Homecoming at MSS
The mission of Mother Seton
Catholic School, a vibrant, Christcentered community, is to inspire
students to strive for academic
excellence and dedicate their lives
to love and serve Christ in the
tradition of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
and St. Vincent de Paul.

Sponsored by the
Daughters of Charity

KEEP IN TOUCH
WITH MSS

First Day of School

Please contact the Advancement
Office and share your news with us!
Sept 20		
Grandparent’s Day		 Contact Jennifer Buchheister at
advancement@mothersetonschool.org.
Oct 4		
‘Angels Above’ Alumni
		Golf Tournament
Follow us on:
Oct 21-25		
Penny Power Week!
		
to benefit Technology Prgm

‘Angels Above’ Alumni Golf Tournament

JOIN US ON O CT 4!

Over $130,000 has been raised to benefit the
Jack and Shirley Little Scholarship for MSS students!
Online registration is available at www.bit.ly/MSSGolf

